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clustering craftwork activities: An approach to
romote regional development in a peripheral region
of Portugal

Maria Manuela Natdrio *, Ascensio Braga **, Constantino Rei *#*

ABSTRACT: Portugal’s globalization and integration had positive repercussions
at the economic and social development level, but simultaneously it evidenced
regional asymmetries, demanding new explanatory models to lessen existent dis-
parities. Recent paradigms value the endogenous characteristics of the territory
that appear decisive of the country’s development, including the idea that regions
and local agents should identify new kinds of production organization and relation-
ships, thus enhancing clusters. Given that, in the Beira Interior Norte, craftwork
activities assume a relative economic and social importance, the purpose of the
present paper is to verify whether this sector acquires the cluster classification in
the region and continuously characterized this classification while potential cluster
promote and develop economic and social factors.

JEL Classification: R11, R12.

Keywords: regional development, clusters, craftwork activities.

Clustering actividades artesanales: Un enfoque para promover el desarrollo
fegional en una region periférica de Portugal

RESUMEN: La globalizacién y la integracion de Portugal ha tenido repercusiones
positivas en el nivel del desarrollo econémico y social pero también han evidencia-
do las asimetrias regionales, exigiendo nuevos modelos explicativos para disminuir
las disparidades existentes. Los paradigmas recientes valoran las caracteristicas
endégenas del territorio como factores decisivos de su desarrollo. Las regiones y
sus agentes locales deben identificar nuevas tipologias de organizacion y de rela-
cion de la produccion, de entre las que se destacan los cldsters. Teniendo en cuenta
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